
Important Numbers 

  

School Office 8582791882 

Room Parent: ____________ 

Number: 1
st
 Grade  

 Fun Educational Websites* 
(These are suggestions only. Please monitor your child at all times while he/she is 

using the computer/internet) 

 

www.funbrain.com/  
 
www.abcya.com  
 
www.starfall.com  
 
http://www.aaamath.com/grade1.htm 
 
www.coolmath.com. 
 
http://www.funenglishgames.com/ 
 
 
 

 

“I promise you every day your child will learn something. 

Some days they’ll bring it home in their hands. Some days 

they’ll bring it home in their heads. And some days they’ll 

bring it home in their hearts.”       Valerie Welk 

Welcome to 1st Grade! 

 

A Parent’s Guide to  

Mrs. Madsen’s Class 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Madsen’s email: 

madsenlisset@gmail.com 
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http://www.abcya.com/
http://www.starfall.com/
http://www.aaamath.com/grade1.htm
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Quality Work – Work that is neatly done and shows best effort. 

 

Expectations– I place reasonable expectations on our children and I will do my best 

to help them get there. I please ask that you do the same at home. In class I ask that 

they are a responsible first grader. A responsible first grader follows all 

school/classroom rules, sets a good example, and is a good citizen in our class/school. 

These will help our students grow academically and personally. I know they are very 

capable of accomplishing any task they set out to do.  

 

Exit Ticket– At the end of your day I have our students draw/write on a sticky note 

what was their success today. This helps them focus on the positive side of learning.  

 

Classroom Behavior –Every students starts their day on green (Ready to Learn). 

Their behavior earns them clips up or down. There are three colors above green and 

three below green. I will also have a student clip up for setting a good example 

outside of what is expected of them. The students will be given two chances to correct 

the behavior, third is a clip change. I always focus on the positive and firmly believe 

that we all deserve a second chance to improve ourselves. This is why I will teach our 

students the same idea. If they had a behavior that merits a clip down they will know 

that they have a chance to improve it and clip back up. However, if the behavior is 

severe enough to contact a parent or the child to be sent to the office, then they will 

not be able to clip up. I always try my best to “catch” our students doing great things 

in and out of our classroom.   

 

Brain Breaks – Time to stretch, exercise, or play a quick game to energize students in 

the middle of long work periods. 

 

Pulling Sticks (“The sticks don’t lie!”) - We use popsicle sticks to randomly match 

up kids when working in pairs or small groups. They are also used when randomly 

pick students to answer questions during a lesson. This also helps to ensure every 

child has a chance to participate in class beyond raising their hands. 

 

Brag Tags – These are an opportunity for the child to be recognized for individual 

behaviors (i.e. being a good citizen). 

 

Donut Philosophy of Life – You can look at the donut or at the hole in life. 

Something will always be missing… but you can choose to be positive and look at 

what you have. Our class will learn that it is ok to make mistakes. Mistakes allow 

learning and improvement. (Gratefulness/positive outlook building) 

 

 

 

 

Folders/Envelope-  
Green: This is the homework folder that will be sent home on Monday and 

returned to school on Friday. Please work together with your child to 

designate a special place to be their homework/study place. This will help 

them develop good studying habits. 

Blue: This folder will always stay in our class. They are to place any 

unfinished work here to complete later. If work is not completed by Thursday 

it will become homework. This will be rare as I will allow plenty of time for 

work to be completed in class. 

Yellow: This is our daily folder. It will be sent home daily with papers that 

need to be completed, work that was done in class and to keep home/school 

communication lines open. If there is a matter of emergency please do not 

place any correspondence or papers in this folder. See me before school or 

drop it with our school secretary Mrs. Linda. Our behavior chart for the 

month will also be here. Please ensure your student brings this folder to 

school every day.  

Manila: Every student will get this folder on Fridays unless you have another 

student in our school that is in an upper grade. Important information goes 

home in this envelope.            
                   
Art- One of our learning centers is Art. I will be taking our students every other 

Friday to the Art room to study different artist and make projects. If you like you may 

send in an old large button down shirt to protect their uniform.  
 

Mystery Walker- I will choose randomly a chip that has a student’s number. At the 

end of the day if that student has exhibited great line behavior that student will have a 

chance to clip up and get a Mystery Walker certificate. This is separate from any 

other classroom behavior tool we have.  

Guidelines for a Mystery Walker: 

 -Keeps hands and feet to themselves 

 -Stands in line nice and tall 

 - Does not talk in line 

 -Looks ahead 

 -Sets a good example 

 

Behavior Bingo- This is a bingo card located on the whiteboard. Every times the 

entire class is on task and exhibiting great behavior I will ask a student to come to the 

board color a number. Once any bingo pattern has been completed the class will 

receive a reward. 
 

Attitude and Effort- To expect that everyone will be performing at 100% daily is 

unrealistic. However, I do expect good attitude and best efforts from our students 

everyday. 
 



 

 

Birthdays  

As of right now we do have any one in our class with allergies. If your child is having 

a birthday and you would like to send in treats please do so in the morning. We will 

have these during our recess time. 

 

 

* Need to pass out invitations? Please do not pass out 

invitations at school unless you are inviting the entire class 

(or all of the girls/all the boys). We don’t want to hurt 

anyone’s feelings. 
 

Snacks 
 

Lunch is late, so snack time is important for these hungry 1st 

graders! Here are some guidelines: 

 

Ok Snacks: crackers, cereal bars, fruit snacks, fruit cups, ready to eat 

fruit/veggies, baggie of cereal, graham crackers, vanilla wafers, animal 

crackers, etc. Please use your best judgment. No soda please! 

 

Water: Optional but allowed and very helpful with our hot weather. 

You may send in a water bottle that your child can keep in the class 

daily. They will have plenty of opportunities to fill it up and stay 

hydrated. Please make sure that it is one that your child can manage on 

their own to reduce opportunities for spills. They will take these bottles 

home every Friday to wash and return on Monday. 

 

Bathroom Breaks- In order to maximize learning for every child we will 

be having scheduled bathroom/water breaks. When we come in the 

morning your child will have an opportunity to use the bathroom and 

get water. Before recess they will have a second chance to do the same, 

then after recess, during/after lunch. This does not apply if they have an 

emergency. I told our class that I want every student to learn as much 

as possible and that it would not be possible if they are not in our 

classroom.  

Curriculum 
This will be a very exciting year for our students. We have a brand new 2017 

Language Arts series. This is a wholesome program that includes writing, reading, 

vocabulary, and spelling. It also allows for integration of other subject areas. We will 

also be doing STEM* in our classroom expanding the Science portion of our 

curriculum.  

STEM= Science-Technology-Engendering-Math 

Communication 
 

     Working as a team is important to me and a strong home-school 

connection will be an asset for your child. Please feel free to contact 

me with any questions or concerns. I want to do everything possible to 

make this a great year for your child. 

 

 Email is the easiest way to reach me:  

madsenlisset@gmail.com  

   

 If you email me and I don’t respond…something is wrong. Let me 

know if you haven’t heard from me in 24 hours. 

   

 If you need to reach me urgently, it is best to leave a message with 

the office because I generally don’t have time to check emails 

during the school day. 

 

This year I will also be using an app called Remind. We have a 

class code that it is only for us. Download this app to stay 

connected with what is happening in our classroom. You will only 

receive general information through this method. Please see 

attached flyer for more information. Also, our school website has a 

wealth of information; please don’t forget to visit it often. 

 

 Weekly Newsletters will be emailed on Mondays. These are 

written for you and your child! 

     Please keep these handy each week as an important source of 

classroom information. 

 Mrs. Madsen’s Webpage  on our school’s website will 

highlight important information:   

http://stcolumbaschool.org/school/1st-grade/ 

mailto:madsenlisset@gmail.com
http://stcolumbaschool.org/school/1st-grade/


 

 

 

 Gradelink- will allow you and your child to see current grades, 

missing assignments, and such. Please check often 

 

Misc. Notes 
 

 Daily Folder - Please help your child get in the habit of checking 

his/her folder at home each day. This is an important organization 

tool for your child. 

 

 Please make sure your child leaves toys at home. Even  “fun” 

erasers/school supplies are very distracting. 

 

 Uniforms- Please check that your student is wearing school 

uniform appropriately as well as maintain hair standards. Items such as 

hair clips must not be large in size and be in school colors. Refer to the 

parent/student school handbook. 

 

 If your child is absent – Make-up work will be sent home on the 

day your child returns unless you let me know in advance that you’d 

like to pick it up yourself or send it home with your child’s 

sibling/friend. Your child will have a week to complete the missing 

work. 

  

Grading, Daily Work, & 

Homework 

 
Grading 
* Report cards and progress reports 

* Teacher/ Parent conferences  

*Homework will be graded as a “check”. I really just want to see that our 

students are practicing and giving their honest best. 

* Work is graded by students/teacher (depending upon assignment)                                                          

                  (Kids = daily work,   Teacher = tests/quizzes)                            

Daily Work 

* Morning work will be a review of things we have learned. I will use this as 

an assessment tool. It will also include their “Writing our Faith” book. 

* Proper Heading: left side, name 

* Proper use of paper: Big blank spot on top, line on the left 

                                 

Homework 

* Mon. – Thurs.    

* Weekly: 

    1. Reading: 20 minutes or more per day. Your child needs to record 

information, including parent who they read with, on his/her reading log.  

They will also be required to do a book report each week and present it. This 

will allow the child to improve their public speaking and be prepared for the 

next grade.  

   2. Spelling: We will practice our words daily, please do the same at home. 

They will have a weekly spelling test. 

   3. Math: They will have one to two pages weekly of math. 

   4. Early bedtime and plenty of family time.  

***Any unfinished class work automatically becomes homework. 

Discipline Program 

 

 Character Focused - respect, responsibility, caring,   

trustworthiness, citizenship, fairness 

 

 General Class Rules: (specific rules will be discussed as a class) 

     1. Be respectful. 

     2. Be responsible. 

     3. Display good manners. 

     4. Practice acts of kindness. 

     5. Do your best. 

     6. Keep your dear teacher happy. 

      

 Positive Consequences – praise, clip up, behavior bingo (whole class 

reward), brag tags, positive notes home, mystery walker, and calm down 

box. Happy students, parents and teacher!  

 

 Negative Consequences - verbal reminders, clip down, note home. 

Severe = parent/teacher conference, principal’s office. 



 

 

 

 Morning Meetings – We meet daily and follow the same basic routine. 

First students and teacher greet one another. Then we go over any 

special announcements and may read about/discuss peer relationships, 

diversity and inclusion, empathy and critical thinking, communication 

and problem solving.  This builds our class community and provides 

time to practice social skills.  

 

 Classroom Meetings -These are important problem solving times. We 

usually meet each once a week. First we start with compliments for each 

other (actions/character, not appearance). Then we use the classroom 

agenda to brainstorm solutions to any problems we are unable to solve on 

our own. We focus on solutions and not blame/shame. 

 

 

Communication is very important for the success of our students. I 

thank you for partnering with me in ensuring our students have an 

amazing year! 


